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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. LATHAM). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
June 14, 2006. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable TOM 
LATHAM to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

Monsignor Edward F. Jordan, Pastor, 
St. John Neumann Catholic Church, 
Austin, Texas, offered the following 
prayer: 

O God, we ask Your guidance for the 
men and women who serve their coun-
try in this House of government. Give 
them the wisdom to understand what is 
truly good for the citizens who have 
elected them, and the courage to frame 
the best possible laws to achieve this 
good. 

Bless and protect their families and 
friends who have shared with them the 
challenging tasks of seeking public of-
fice and serving their Nation before the 
gaze of all. 

On this day, when we honor the flag, 
the symbol of our Nation, keep us 
mindful of those men and women who 
have given their lives in war and in 
peace that we may enjoy laws that sup-
port our liberty. 

Furthermore, we seek Your guidance 
for all the citizens of this Nation as 
they offer their chosen representatives 
both enthusiastic support and civil op-
position in their honorable work of 
governing. Amen. 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Washington (Mr. INS-
LEE) come forward and lead the House 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. INSLEE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

HONORING MONSIGNOR EDWARD 
JORDAN 

(Mr. MCCAUL of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MCCAUL of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to a great 
man, a man of God, a man of faith, a 
man who has devoted his entire career, 
indeed his entire life, to the service of 
his fellow man. 

Monsignor Edward Jordan, who of-
fered this morning’s prayer for the 
House of Representatives is revered, 
admired, and loved by all in his con-
gregation and by all those whose life he 
has touched. He is the voice and shep-
herd of our parish at St. John Neu-
mann’s Catholic Church in Austin, 
Texas. 

Born in Springfield, Ohio, Monsignor 
Jordan entered the priesthood after re-
ceiving his doctorate in theology from 
the Angelicum University in Rome. 
From there he served and strengthened 
the Catholic Church and its flock in 
central Texas for over four decades. 

It has been a great privilege to call 
Monsignor Jordan my pastor. And ev-

eryone who knows him experiences the 
true message of Christ. In his words 
and in his deeds, and above all, in his 
heart, his example is a beacon of light 
which draws us all closer to the Cre-
ator. His faith and devotion to the life 
of Christ is an inspiration to us all. 

Both as a candidate and as a Member 
of Congress, Monsignor Jordan gave me 
the spiritual guidance and taught me 
the true meaning of sacrifice and pub-
lic service. He baptized my triplets, not 
an easy accomplishment, and he ad-
ministered the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion to my oldest daughters. 

And while his retirement this Sunday 
marks the end of one spiritual journey, 
it also marks the beginning of another. 

As you move on from your official 
role within the Church, you will always 
remain our shepherd, our spiritual 
leader, and, above all, our friend. Mon-
signor Jordan, I know that I speak for 
all of us in the Catholic community 
when I say that we will miss you, but 
we know that you will always be there 
for your flock. 

I am reminded of the Gospel of Mat-
thew when Jesus said, ‘‘Let your light 
so shine before men that they may see 
your good works and glorify your Fa-
ther who is in heaven.’’ May the peace 
of Christ be with you and may He hold 
you in the palm of his hand. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 one- 
minute speeches on each side. 

f 

FEMA IS ‘‘THE’’ DISASTER 
(Mr. POE asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, when hurri-
cane disaster hit Louisiana and Texas, 
many people suffered, and many people 
profited on this misfortune. To the res-
cue was FEMA. But the phrase itself 
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